
 
 
 
 

What if Your Best Friend Got Cancer? 
 

If your best friend got cancer, it would be devastating. And if your best friend was 
covered in fur and got cancer, it would still be devastating. Twenty years ago a cancer 
diagnosis for your pet was a certain death sentence. Technology has come a long way 
since then, and today there are amazing advances that have been made in the field of 
veterinary medicine. With the right treatment and early diagnosis, you can often buy your 
four-legged loved ones additional months, if not years, of high quality life. But buy is the 
magic word, as both diagnosis and treatment are expensive.  
 
The Animal Cancer Therapy Subsidization Society is a not-for-profit society dedicated to 
bringing affordable modern veterinary cancer treatment to veterinary cancer patients. 
Through their programs they provide subsidies to dedicated pet owners, as well as 
educate animal owners and veterinarians on the availability, use, and benefits of 
advanced veterinary cancer therapies. 
 
“My vision is that every Albertan is aware that they have options if their pet is diagnosed 
with cancer,” states ACTSS director Dr. Jennifer Stelfox. “Finances should not dictate 
who gets to survive and who does not,” she continues. 
 
Dr. Stelfox strongly urges owners to purchase pet insurance. Beyond providing financial 
support for other ailments, pet insurance will also help cover the cost of diagnosis if your 
pet does have cancer. ACTSS helps cover the cost of treatment once an animal is 
diagnosed, meaning that the financial responsibility of diagnosing the animal is left to the 
owner. A diagnosis alone can cost between $2,000 and $4,000. Although many owners 
don’t realize it, particularly if they are a first time owner, treatment of disease often 
becomes a matter of saving a member of your family, not simply replacing a pet. 
 
“Yearly veterinarian visits are important,” says Dr. Stelfox. A yearly vet visit can make 
the difference when it comes to early diagnosis. It also ensures that the general health of 
your pet is being examined regularly, and that vaccinations are performed when required. 
Dr. Stelfox encourages pet owners to also watch for the early warning signs of cancer, 
which include: 
 

1. Abnormal swellings that persist or continue to grow 
2. Sores that do not heal 
3. Weight loss 
4. Bleeding or discharge from any body opening 
5. Hesitation to exercise or loss of stamina 
6. Offensive odour 
7. Difficulty eating or swallowing 
8. Persistent lameness or stiffness 



9. Difficulty breathing, urinating, or defecating 
10. Loss of appetite 

 
ACTSS boasts a large file of beautiful stories of pets saved, but one particularly stands 
out in Dr. Stelfox’s heart and mind. A single mother with a young daughter made the 
heart-wrenching decision to have their 10-year-old Sheltie euthanized after receiving 
news that the dog had colon cancer that would soon be fatal if not treated. She struggled 
with this decision, bearing the guilt she left over the situation, but seeing no other option 
financially. She was informed of ACTSS and what their organization does, and decided 
to apply as a last ditch effort. She received subsidy, got their beloved Sheltie into 
treatment, and her and her daughter enjoyed another 7 years of moments and memories. It 
was the difference between losing a pet and having a best friend throughout her 
childhood for her daughter. 
 
Louise Reinich, Pet Expo Show Producer, loves to hear happy success stories. “That is 
what we hope to achieve with Pet Expo – from day one our mission and vision for this 
tradeshow has been to promote the community working together respectfully to achieve 
happier, healthier animals through education.” Although the Pet Expo does not allow for 
adoptions or sales of live animals at the show in order to ensure visitors are not making 
spur of the moment decisions, many animals find homes as a result of the show. Visitors 
are able to chat with rescues and breeders, learn more about the breed or individual 
animal they desire and the care they require, and even start the adoption or sale process 
right at Pet Expo, starting the journey for their own happy ending. For those people who 
are already living their happy ending, there are many products and services to be bought 
for their furry, scaly, or feathery friend.  
 
For more information, or to book an interview, please call: 
 
Louise Reinich 
Show Producer 
Office: 780-490-0215 
Cell: 780-918-2147 
 
 

Event:  Edmonton Pet Expo 

Location: Edmonton EXPO Centre, Hall A 

Dates: January 22nd & 23rd, 2011 

Hours: Saturday 10:00 am - 6:00 pm 
  Sunday    10:00 am - 5:00 pm 
 

Tickets: General Admission    $10.00 
Children (5-11)    $8.00 
Under 5 years of age  Free 
Family Pass*     $25.00 
(*2 adults and up to 2 children) 

 

Pre-purchase tickets online to save 

The City of Edmonton 
Presents Pet Expo 


